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FOR THE NEW YEAR 


The end of the year is fast approaching, and it is time to think again of the 

New Year, and being able to greet you all with food, drink and good cheer. So 
come to the Mansion on Sunday, 4 January 1987, at 4:00 P.M., for our annual New 
Year'syget-together and we will provide the food and drink, and you will provide | 
the good cheer to start us off on the right foot. Then at 6:30 we will wish you 
well and say bon nuit. Over the years the weather has cooperated fairly well, 

sO we will keep our fingers crossed that it does it again. 


| A SECRET GARDEN TOUR 

The Benefactors of the Arts, Ltd., a non-profit ogranization in Newport, R.l., 
has asked us to publicize their annual Secret Garden Tour in the Historic Point 
Section of Newport. The Point area is a treasury of historic architecture, where 
sea captains built their homes, and artisans such as the Townsends and Goddards 
crafted their famous furniture. Typically, the hidden gardens complement gra- 
ciously restored Colonial and Victorian homes, and vary in style from formal flo- 
wer gardns to classical herb gardens, English cottage gardens and prize winning 
plantings. This coming year the tour will be held Saturday, June 6, 1987, from 
10 AM to 4PM. Reservations for the tour and related events may be made in wri- 
ting to Benefactors of the Arts at 33 Washington St., Newport R.I., 02840, or by 
Calling 401-847-0514. Tickets are $8.00 in advance and $10.00 on the day of the 


tour. Luncheon is available by reservation. In addition, several private homes 
will be open for viewing during the tour. Benefactors are happy to announce the 
Honorary Chariman for this year's tour is Countess Anthony Szapary. Proceeds of 


the tour are used to support the Music for Students program and other beautifi- 
Cation and educational community projects. 
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ACCESSIONS 
Blue & white Staffordshire sugar bowl, no mark - Gift of Mrs. Adelbert Burr, Wa- 


terford. 
Blue & white Staffordshire soup tureen with lid - Gift of Reese Mitchell, Mansett, 
Maine. 
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Tiny scrimshaw doll, movable arms & legs, of bone & wood - Gift of Florence Meek, 

Small comb, of ivory, small ivory heart - Gift of Florence Meek, New London. 

Connecticut Railroads, and illustrated history, by Gregg M. Turner & M.W. Jaco- 
bus, 1986. - Gift of Connecticut Historical Society 

A record, genealogical, biographical & statistical, of Thomas Stanton of Conn., 
& his descendants, 1635-1891, by William A. Stanton, reprinted 1985. - Bought 
by society. 

Connecticut history & culture, David M. Roth, ed. - gift of Conn. Historical Soc, 

Robert Stafford of Cumberland Island, by Mary R. Bullard, 1896 - Gift of author. 

Silver watch that belonged to Moses Rogers,master of the SAVANNAH 

59 cops. Connecticut's Naval Office at New London 

1 cop. Vol. 1, Records & Papers, bound, 1 cop. Vol.2, Records & Papers, bound 

1 cop. Live on a Whaler, 1929 : 

The Rogerenes, by John Bolles & Anna Williams 

A Sacrifice of 76, Nathan Hale. L915. 

New London's Participation in Connecticut's Tercentenary 

2 photographs of prints of the SAVANNAH, letters, clippings, etc., concerning 
centennial of Savannah & Moses Rogers- All above gift of Mrs. E. Arnold Smith. 

Slides of the moving of the statue of John Winthrop - Gift of Michael Bagwell. 

some descendants of Robert Porter with female lines, by Margaret P. Miller - Gift 
of compiler. 

200 years of Taylors in North America, by David Brittain Taylor - Gift of com- 
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Legendary Connecticut, by David E. Philips - Gift of Elizabeth P. Whitten 

A history of enforcement in the U.S. CUstoms Services, 1789-1875 - Gift of Mich- 
ael Ingrisano, Jr. } 

Bulkeley School items; annual banquet menus & programs, 1908, 1909, 1916, 1917; 
Bulkeley/NFA football game programs, 1916, 1919; athletic meet. programs, 1917, 
1922 - Gift of Joshua & Elizabeth Friedman. 

2 photographs of east New London, float by United Colored Organizations, 3 New 
London postcards - gift of Joshua & Elizabeth Friedman. ; 

2 photograph albums, 1 postcard album, 1 snapshot album, mostly of New London, 
Historic Lebanon, by Rev. Robert Armstrong, folder of genealogical material - 
Gift of Hiram D. Harris II, Harwich, Mass. 

The Rudys of God's House by william O. Wingeard - Gift of compiler. 

Colver-Culver family genealogy, by Valerie D. Giorgi, 1984 - Bought by Society. 


HINTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
To cure those who are too much addicted to drink wine 


Put, in a sufficient quantity of wine, three or four large eels, which leave 
there till quite dead. give the wine to drink to the person youwant to reford, 
and he or she will be so much disgusted of wine, that tho' they formerly made 
much use of it, they will now have quite an aversion to it. 


To prevent one from getting intoxicated with drinking 


Take white cabbage's, and four pomegranate's juices, two ounces of each, with 
one of vinegar. Boil all together for some time to the consistence of a syrup, 
take one ounce of this before you are going to drink, and drink afterwards as 
much and as long, as you please. 


Another way 


Take some swallows' beaks, and burn them in a crucible. When perfectly calcined 
grind them on a stone, and put some of that pwder in a gladd os wine, and drink 

it. Whatever wine you may drink to excess afterwards, it will have no effect on 
you. The whole body of the swallow, prepared in the same manner, will have the 

same effect. 


To make biscotins 


Boil one pound of sugar to a syrup a-la-plume; then throw in half, or three quar- 


a 


ters of a pound of flour. Stir quickly all together to make a dough, after hav- 
ing previously taken the pan off from the fire, then take this paste out of the 
pan and dress it on a board, or table. covered with puverized sugar. Knead it 
quickly, and pount it next in a mortar with the whie of an egg, a little mush ana 
amber prepared, and orange flower-water. When it thus knead and pounded pretty 
stiff, make it into small balls of the size of a small apricot-stone, then throw 
them into a pan filled with boiling water. First they fall to the bottom; but, 
as soon as they rise on the top you mush skim them out of this water and put them 
a-draining in a sieve. Then range them on a sheet of paper, or tin, and place 
them in the oven to bake and make them take a fine colour. 

Note, If, when baked, you find any difficulty in taking them out of the paper; 
wet a napkin and wring it, then set the sheet of paper on it, soon after they 
will easily come off. 


A particular method of making cakes 


Wash and clean well a dozen of eggs and wipe them thoroughly dry. Then break 
then and take their whites only, which beat in a mortar along with their shells 
till these latter be perfectly dissolved. Now add sugar and flour, though not 
so much flour as sugar. When all is well mixed, spread the paste, which ought 
to be a little firm, on a sheet of paper; and after having glazed it, bake it 
in a siow oven. , 


To take off all sorts of spots from cloth of whatever colour 


Take half a pound of crude honey, the yolk of a new laid egg, and bulk of a nut 
of ammoniac salt. Mix all well together, and put some on the spots which happen 
to be on either silk or cloth. After having left it there a while, wash the 
place with clean water, and the spot will disappear. 


A preparation of balls against spots 


Take half a pound of soap, four ounces of clay, and one of quick lime. Dilute 
all with a little water, and make it into pills or small balls. With these rub 
the spots and wash the place afterwards. 


Above all from Valuable Secrets, Norwich, 1795. 


OLD TIMES 
by Mrs. Robert McEwen 


When I came to New London, Conneccticut, in the year 1818, James Madison was 
President of the United States, Oliver Wolcott was Governor of Connecticut and 
Judge Brainard, our second mayor, was in the twelfth year of his office. 

Children were taught in "Webster's Spelling Book" to beware of evil company, 
by the sad story of "Poor Tray", and to avoid speculation, by that disconsolate 
milkmaid who counted her chickens before they were hatched. 

The view from the height on the Norwich road, of the steeples and the light- 
house, was always welcome after the long ride over hills and stones. The old 
public house on the east side of the road was then called "Frink's" and I think 
had a gilt ball. The landlord, about that time, moved into New London and took 
a long house on the east side of bank Street as a tavern and boarding house. And 
then the old stand went into the possession of Mr. Joseph Congdon's father. The 
rock that marked the boundary between New London and Waterford was near the 
Ward residence. On the east side of the road the first house was down on the 
level just north of Mr. Bragaw's and long since destroyed by fire. At the foot 
of the hill on the west, lived Major William Richards, and near him was a brown 
house where the children of his brother Samuel lived. The house has gone long 
Since and the old people too. Captain Robert Hallam, grandfather of the REv. R. 
A. Hallam, lived where Mr. Bragaw does. He and his wife were fond of gardening 
and were often seen at work in the garden south of the house. It was a favorite 
walk to go and see Mrs. Hallam's flowers. Near the fence was a fine large bed 
of lilies of the valley. 

At the corner of Main Street the house on the east side was occupied by the 


+ 


Rev. Nehemiah Dodge and used partly as a tavern. There were a few small houses 
below that. On the west there was a large lot owned by Captain Hallam and hav- 
ing several large pine trees with bare trunks and only a little foliage near the 
the top. The Mill and the Lewis house are little altered. The British Consul 
James Stewart, lived in the house at the head of the cove. One daughter, Mrs. 
Noyes Billings, continued to live here, the others went to england. On the west 
there were the Prince house, the Saltonstall house, the Griffen house and a smal} 
tenement standing near "Stony Hill." A few new houses on the east have been put 
among the old ones. From above the bridge there was no house until the old Edgar 
house with end to the street, the Rogers house on west side and one other, then 
the fine house built by Mr. Arnold from Maine, the great grandfather of F.H. Cha- 
ppell and Major Tibbitts. Mr. Arnold in a few years went back to Hallowell, 
Maine, and Judge Wait lived there. After his death his wife, sister of Dr. John 
Turner of Norwich and Captain Mather, bought there house. There was an offset 
before the house. The next house was given by Mr. Shaw to the First Church for 
a Parsonage and REv. Dr. McEwen lived in it about twenty years. A very high off- 
set with two large elm trees near the house was between the house and the street 
and supported by a high stone wall, making it many feet higher than the road and 
so encroaching on it that the path was quite narrow. 

Below Richard's hill was the Nathaniel Richards house where Mr. Spaulding is 
living and on the height where his flowers are raised was an old square house, 
the Woodward house. The next house below it with high piazza was built by Or- 
lando Hallam, father of Rev. Robert a. Hallam, and for many years finished only 


in the south half. The windows in the north part were boarded up. Mr. Hallam 
had a large grocery store opposite. The house on the corner of Hill Street (then 
called Poverty Hill), was called the "Love Gibson" house and Dr. Wolcott's wid- 
ow lived it, then Mr. Peter Richards and later Mr. Fred Miner. Another large 
house stood where the three brick houses now are. On the east the old buildings: 
John Fulton's store and house, “Marm Hern's" where she tutored all the little 


children, the Hurlbut house and a store with the sign "Guy Richards and Son." 

Below Shapleigh Street on the west, the Pratt house, the Woodbridge house 
built by Mr. Shaw and where Rev. Ephraim Woodbridge lived, afterward known as 
the Edward Hallam house. Captain Wheat lived in a large house with end to the 
street builtback in the lot where Mrs. Sidney Miner's house now is. It was an 
old house with a step down from a small hall to the front rooms and ornamented 
with huge beams. Captain Hurlbut lived where Mr. Sebastian Lawrence built his 
fine house. North of Hallam Street was an old building used by Mr. Pratt and 
his wife's brothers "'Nezer and Jack Prentice" as a soap and candle factory. In 
the height of the whaling season Noyes and William Billings bought it, pulled 
it down and erected a large building for the storing of oil. It was used later 
by Mr. F. H. Chappell as a coal depot. New houses have replaced the old ones. 
The large house on the south corner of Federal Street had a north door. Miss 
Ann Hinman kept a school in it for young ladies. | 

Mr. Amasa Learned built the house on the corner of Union and Federal streets 
and soon sold it to his brother-in-law, George Hallam. His newphew Edward Hal- 
lam inherited it from his brother John, adopted son of George Hallam, and lived 
and died there. His wife was sister to Mrs. Huntington. Captain Edgerton lived 
next above on Federal Street. He had tan vats back of his house running through 
to Church Street, then an open lot, next Captain Forsyth's house and all above 
that open. | 

On the north side there was no house until Mr. Daniel Chapman's on the spot 
where Mrs. Geo. T. Shepard lives; a wooden house removed to give place to Mrs. 
Martin Cady's; the Ledyard house now Miss. Annie Beckwith's; the Dr. Lee house 
built by Giles Mumford whose widow married Pr. Wolcott; the James Lewis house 
who then lived in it, he was the father of Chas. A., and George Lewis; and the 
Parkin house on the corner. 

Huntington Street was little more than a lane above Shapleigh Street. Federal 
Street was not carried above Huntington Street for many years, on both sides 
were open lots and the pound was very damp. On the corner of Church Street Mr. 
Stephen Peck had built the house now enlarged by Mr. Young. Mr. JOshua Learned's 
house was next and a red store on the corner, below that was wet land called 
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here. I waited on him & spent a part of the Evening in his Company. He appears 
to be in much better health & spirits than when I saw him last. As to our House 
there is (three or four characters excepted) nothing like Jacobinism, what little 
appearance we had has allmost vanished. 

I will thank you to inform Capn. Wheat or Esq. Richards & Doctr. Wo]. 
cott that the fire land company in spite of my objections have called a meeting 
to be held at New Haven on the 29th of Octo Inst. I think the meeting impolitic 
& unnecessary. I widh they would either attend or empower me to use their votes, 
If they or some of them can. attend it will be better. My thoughts are continual. 
ly on you & my little ones, may the author of all blessings preserve you & them 
from all harm, I most fervently pray. 

Give my love to the children & tell them to remember that I shall 
expect to hear that they have been men & the girls that they have been women. 
I am, dear Lucretia, yours most affectionately 
Elias Perkins. 


From Elias Perkins to his wife Lucretia, who was living in the Shaw Mansion at 
the time the letter was written from New Haven, where the General Assembly was 
holding forth. 

From Shaw-Perkins collections. 


Mrs. Adam L. Knox - Curator & Secretary Office - 443-1209 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dennis Miceli Resident Custodians | 


